Palliative care and the ethics of resource allocation.
Resources for health care are scarce, and dividing them fairly is both necessary and difficult. Palliative care has a claim on these resources because it is concerned with improving the quality of life of those who are dying. However, some standard ways of allocating resources, such as the use of Quality Adjusted Life Years (QALYs), do not favour the funding of palliative care. Even if this can be corrected, there are still problems of allocation within palliative care itself: a choice has to be made between funding a complete provision of care for some but not others, or using resources to provide a more basic service for all those who are in need.